
 

 

 

 

Cherry Class 

    Newsletter Autumn Term One 2021 
 

As Term 1 is now underway, we have been so impressed by how well the children have settled into Cherry 
Class and how quickly they have been getting used to the new routines and expectations in Year 2. Over 
these next few weeks, we will be reading our class text: The Colour Monster by Anna Llenas which fits well 
with this term’s topic of Magnificent Me. The Colour Monster focuses on our emotions and explores our 
feelings; it is a great vehicle to begin to use adjectives and expanded noun phrases to refine description. 
Later in the term we will also be reading The Dragon Machine by Helen Ward which will hopefully inspire us 
to create our own dragon and write an information text on How to Look After a Dragon. We might even go 
on a Dragon hunt! 

Here are just a few more messages that we wanted to share with you: 

Reading at home 

 Your child will be given a levelled reading book together with an enrichment book (not phonically 
decodable) and a library book which can be changed weekly. I would be grateful if you could hear your 
child read at least 5 times each week and keep a record of their reading in their journal. The children should 
bring their reading record into school at least every Thursday so that they can collect their house points (up 
to 5 per week) and gain a place on our Top Readers Board. There are prizes up for grabs to all those who 
make it onto the board each week!  Reading books should be changed a least weekly. It is important that as 
Year 2’s, the children become really familiar with the books they are reading and I will be sending home a 
leaflet called Book Look which aims to support children’s learning through reading. There should be no rush 
to get through the books and on to the next level; read at your child’s pace and I would encourage ‘book 
talk’ understanding at home, asking questions about the text to build strong comprehension skils. 

We would also like to signpost the Oxford Owl website (https:www.OxfordOwl.co.uk) which contains some 
really useful tips on how to support and encourage your child when reading together. It also provides some 
excellent information for parents on what your children will be expected to know in Year 2 for both Maths 
and English. You can access free resources, video top tip downloads and links to free e-books to make 
learning fun. 

Home Learning 

Every week your child should complete some home learning in the form of spellings and times tables. There 
may occasionally be a topic related project which will extend over several weeks. This term the focus will be 
on Changes within living memory so your children may well be quizzing you (and maybe grandparents or 
great grandparents) about the changes that have taken place during your/their lifetimes. The children will all 
be given their own logins for Ed Shed (https://play.edshed.com) to reinforce their spellings/phonics work and 
for TT Rock Stars (https://play.ttrockstars.com) to help them with their times tables practice.  

https://play.ttrockstars.com/


 

For their spellings, they need to learn a set of Common Exception Words through the year. A paper copy of 
these words will be sent home as we will work on them alongside their weekly spelling words.  

There are lots of fun ways you can help your child to learn their spelling words at home: you can play the 
pairs game or practice speed-writing; you can draw pictures with the words or write them in rainbow 
colours. You can even sing them on the way to/from school! We will be practising some of these in class so 
just ask your child to show you!   

Maths  

We will be exploring number and place value as well as revising and extending our addition and subtraction 
skills. As a whole school, we follow the Astro Adventure Challenge and now they are in Year 2, the 
children will be joining this at the 10 x tables entry level.  We will send home a leaflet that explains it in 
more detail. Where appropriate, we will have a gentle x table test every Wednesday.  At this stage of their 
journey, please encourage them to also use Hit the Button (www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button) 
to practise their times tables and their number bonds. This is a great online resource and can be quite fun to 
play together. They can also chant their tables or you could always just ask them quick-fire questions during 
the day.  

PE and Forest Skills 

A reminder that PE kit should be worn on Monday and Friday each week and the children should be dressed 
for Forest Skills every other Wednesday. Please check the timetable for dates. With the weather becoming 
cooler and more unpredictable, please make sure that they are dressed for outside activities at all times!  

Finally, thank you for your continued support.  If you should need to contact us, please do so via the school 
office, or use the Rangeworthy Primary  School email address:- rangeworthyprimary@sgmail.org.uk 

 
We are delighted to be teaching Cherry Class this year and look forward to sharing our learning journey 
with you throughout the coming months. 
 
With best wishes from Mrs Musty, Miss Streatfield and Mrs Welsby 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


