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Autumn Term1 2021 
Welcome to the start of a brand new year. We hope you all had a marvellous summer break– it 
feels so good to be bubble free! As always, your support makes such a difference to your child’s 
learning and we look forward to working with you this term, to create the best possible experience 
for your children.  

Mr Smith will teach Oak Class on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday and Mrs Tarplee will be in Oak 
Class on Thursday and Friday. Mrs Jones and Mrs England will be helping our Oak Class team at  
specific times during the week. 

Many Thanks, 

Mr Smith & Mrs Tarplee 

.  

Autumn Term History Topic Focus 

In Term 1, Oak Class will investigate the period from Stone 

Age to Iron Age. Throughout the topic the focus is on devel-

oping the children’s grasp of the key concept of change and continuity. As 

written records are non-existent for this period we will concentrate on strong visual images and ar-

tefact evidence. One of the central emphases of the topic is on problem-solving and answering the 

question: How can we possibly know? Our studies will focus on answering these questions:- 

 Were Stone Age people simply hunters and gatherers, concerned only with survival?  

 How different was life in the Stone Age when people started to farm?  

 What can we learn about life in the Stone Age from a study of Skara Brae?  

 Why is it so difficult to work out why Stonehenge was built?  

 Can we solve the mystery of the 52 skeletons of Maiden Castle?  

To enhance the children’s learning experience, we are planning to visit the Bryn Eryr Iron Age round 

houses at The Welsh Museum of Folk Life in St Fagans, Cardiff. More details about this visit will   

follow shortly. 

Autumn Term Science Topic Focus:– Animals including Humans 

In Term 1, our science learning will take us under the skin of animals 

and humans. We will investigate nutrition and what is key for a             

balanced, healthy diet. We will then be investigating muscles and 

bones to see how they link together for movement.                                     

As a D&T project we will be building some joints. 

  

 



Your child would benefit from your support—please get involved:- 

 Take your child to the library to get a book about the topics we are studying 

 Supervise internet research for homework activities 

 Gather some fruit like the Stone Age people did-. You could even stew the fruit you      

gather.and eat it for pudding! 

 Watch history programmes (Horrible Histories are good for that!).  

 Help your child find out some of the names of the bones in our bodies.  

Physical Education & Forest Skills 

The children have PE on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Please ensure your child comes to school dressed in 
their PE kit and that all items are clearly labelled and fit them properly. Please also ensure that if your 
child has pierced ears, they are able to remove their own earrings or alternatively, have them removed  
before school on these particular days. 

There will be Forest Skills sessions for Oak Class during the autumn term 1 on:- 

Wednesday 22nd September and Wednesday 20th October. 

On Forest Skills days, your child will need to come to school dressed in clothes appropriate for learning 
outdoors. Please check the weather in advance and ensure they dress accordingly.                                 
Consider the need for - wear/bring wellingtons, waterproof clothing, sun hat etc. 

Other things to remember! 
School Uniform - please label all uniform clearly with your child’s name including PE kit items and 

coats.  

Water Bottles - please provide your child with a bottle of fresh water every day. 

Break Time Snack - please provide your child with a piece of fruit or vegetable to eat at playtime. 

Homework 

1. Spelling – We are encouraging the children to login to ‘The Ed Shed’ to practise their spellings. 
They know their own personal login and we have personalised the spellings that your child 
needs to practise. Please help them to login at home and have a go. J 

2. Reading – Please continue to read at home with your child and keep a log of their reading in 
their orange reading journal. Please send your child’s reading book and journal into school 
everyday. 

3. Time Tables – The children are expected to practise regularly at home the times-tables they 
are learning for their Astro Challenge. Your child knows which times table they are working on. 
Please help them to login to TT Rockstars, as this programme is personalised for them. They 
should work on the ‘Garage’ and ‘Jamming’ sections first. 

A homework file will be sent home on a Thursday. Please help your child complete their homework 
each week. Please sign the sheet in their homework file and return the file to school sign  by the  
following Wednesday. 


