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RANGEWORTHY CE VC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

POLICY FOR MARKING & FEEDBACK 
 

RATIONALE 
To have the most effect, feedback to children should be as immediate as possible; verbal feedback is often more 
effective. When possible, children should be involved in assessing their own work and deciding on their own 
next steps. Our primary focus is on accelerating children’s progress by giving high quality, timely feedback. 
Children are learning to take responsibility for their own learning, an approach which is underpinned by our 
learning characters.  
 
AIMS 

1. To celebrate positive aspects and progress in their work. 
2. To identify next steps in children’s learning. 
3. To engage children in talking to the teacher and their peers, about their learning and learning skills. 
4. To develop children’s ability to give and receive effective feedback. 
5. To encourage children to be responsible for their own learning. 
6. To ensure that feeding and marking is manageable for teachers so that it can be timely, allowing a child 

to act on it before starting on a new piece of learning. 
 
GUIDELINES 
Marking will be done at age appropriate levels, but the following broad guidelines will be followed:- 

• Comments should largely relate directly to the WALT but will, at times, have to focus on punctuation, 
grammar, spelling or presentation. 

• At Rangeworthy we give feedback about children’s learning in a variety of ways. It can be written, 
verbal or be given in the form of codes or symbols. 

• In EYFS, methods are different in order to meet the different learning needs of our younger children. 
• Methods which will be used include: 

 
 Giving a child verbal feedback when required. 

 Marking one positive comment ☺followed by a next step where appropriate (a next step will 
only be used if it is meaningful and will move forward their learning). 

 Teachers are encouraged to use peer and self-marking within the lesson. Teachers are welcome to 
ask children to use the smiley face/next step system when they are self/peer marking.  

 Asking a question (this will more frequently be used in subjects other than English or Maths). 
 Positive features of the work will be indicated with a tick or smiley face. 
 Some age appropriate spelling errors will be indicated (e.g. by writing the correct spelling above 

the error) and the child may be asked to write them out three times. 
 Time will be allowed in the classroom for children to read and/or discuss their feedback and to act 

on it using a purple pen. 
 In order to facilitate children acting on feedback, as far as possible, work in a subject will all be 

contained within the same book. 
 
Symbols and codes  
S-supported  
Marking of work by a TA or supply teacher to be initialled  
 
CONCLUSION 
 

Equality Impact Assessment (EqIA) 
This policy has been written and reviewed with regard to its impact on equalities issues. The 
review found no areas of potential negative impact and actions resulting in positive impact are in 
place.  
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. 
 
This policy has been approved by the staff and governors of the school and will be used in conjunction with 
other school policies. It will be reviewed as appropriate. 
 
Headteacher …… Mr James Powell……………………………. Date …January 2019….. 
 
Chair of governors/Curriculum committee ………………………………  Date ………………  
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Appendix to Marking Policy 
 
Teachers will use the following agreed marking methods: 
 
Numeracy 

 Working in class 
correct √ 

incorrect x 
Reversed digits will be underlined with a wobbly line, and children will be expected to practice writing the digit 
at the end of their work. 
 
Editing symbols 
Capital letters – Circled if omitted or in the wrong place, e.g. within a word. This will not be corrected at the 
early stages of writing. 
Full stops etc – circled if omitted or in the wrong place. 
// for new paragraph 
An arrow can be used to indicate a change in word order with a sentence. 
An omission mark can be used to suggest where further words can be added. 
An asterisk * can be used to indicate where an extra clause or phrase could be added. 
 
Children are encouraged to use these symbols when editing. 
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