
                                                                                         
Rangeworthy CE VC Primary School 

 Drug Education Policy 
 

 
 Clarify the legal requirements and responsibilities of the school 
 Reinforce and safeguard the health and safety of pupils and others who 
 use the school 
 Clarify the school’s approach to drugs for all staff, pupils, governors, 
 parents/carers, external agencies and the wider community 
 Give guidance on developing, implementing and monitoring the drug 
 education programme 
 Enable staff to manage drugs on school premises, and any incidents 
 that occur, with confidence and consistency, and in the best interests 
 of those involved 
 Ensure that the response to incidents involving drugs complements the 
 overall approach to drug education and the values and ethos of the 
 school 
 Respond to any individual within the school community in need of support 
 Provide a basis for evaluating the effectiveness of the school drug 
 education programme and the management of incidents involving 
 illegal and other unauthorised drugs 
 Reinforce the role of the school in contributing to local and national 
 strategies. 
 Establish an atmosphere/environment/situation in which the school is free from the 

misuse of any drugs. 
 
This policy contributes to the whole school approach to health and well being. 
 
This policy applies to all staff, pupils, parents / carers, governors and partner agencies 
working with schools. It applies throughout the school premises and whenever the children 
are in our care, e.g. on school trips.   
 
Section two:   Drug and alcohol education and staff training 
 
Definition – What is a Drug? 
A drug is a substance, which, when taken into the body, changes the way we feel, the way 
we see things and the way the body works.  
The policy covers a range of drugs including medicines, volatile substances, alcohol, 
tobacco, and illegal drugs.  

 
Rationale 
Current research indicates that drug use both legal and illegal has risen amongst young 
people.  As part of the school’s care and welfare of its pupils, we believe we have a duty 
to inform and educate young people about drug use.  Drugs are a reality in young people’s 
lives; schools share responsibility with parents and the community to educate pupils about 
the risks and consequences of drug use and misuse and to encourage them to make 
healthy, informed choices by increasing knowledge, challenging attitudes and practising 
skills.  We also believe that the misuse of any drugs by members of the school community 



cannot be condoned and will be dealt with consistently and clearly with regard to the 
needs of the school and the individuals concerned. 

Drug Education 
Drug education in this school aims to enable all our pupils to make healthy informed 
choices by increasing their knowledge, exploring a range of attitudes about drug use and 
developing and practising their decision making skills.  It will also enable pupils to identify 
sources of confidential advice and support as school staff are unable to guarantee 
absolute confidence in serious cases of drug misuse. 
 
The programme will be sensitive to the age and experience of our pupils.  It will be 
delivered through the existing curriculum, mainly the Primary Curriculum 2014 for Science 
and Personal, Social, Health and Education.  Sample schemes of work demonstrating 
progression of drug education across the key stages are outlined in the appendices. 
 
Teaching will be based on an understanding that a variety of approaches should be used 
in order to meet the needs of our pupils.  All staff will be provided with adequate support to 
help them deliver effective drug education and respond to situations with consistency and 
sensitivity, taking account of religious, social and cultural issues.  As part of staff induction 
and on-going training, we will contact the LA school drug advisor for details of training 
programmes as appropriate. 
Outside agencies such as the Police, Young Peoples Drug & Alcohol Service, school 
health nurse and other professionals will be used to complement the programme, along 
with resources such as visits to the school by the Lifebus and  visits to the Lifeskills 
centre. 
 
The programme will be evaluated on a regular basis through pupil feedback and staff 
discussions.  
 
Section three: Management of drug related incidents 
 
Management of Drug-related Incidents 
A designated member of staff will be responsible for co-ordinating the management of 
drug-related incidents, offering sources of support and liaising with outside agencies, 
including the media. 

 
The designated member of staff coordinating is Mrs Susan Warnock. 
 
Procedures 
Medicines  - See school policy on administration of medicines 
Tobacco    - Refer to Council’s No Smoking policy. The entire school site is a   
                      smoke free area. 



Illegal Substances -No illegal or illicit substances should be brought to school or used on 
school premises. 

 

 
 
A range of sanctions up to and including permanent exclusion, will be applied for: 
 

 Possession of any drug with the suspected intention to misuse. 
 Misuse of drugs on school premises.  
 Supply/dealing drugs for the purpose of misuse.  

 
Dealing with Drug Related Incidents 
Illegal or illicit substances should not be brought into school and use or supply of drugs on 
the school premises will be regarded with the utmost seriousness. 
 
Appendix 1 describes how this school will deal with a range of incidents.  The school will 
decide when and if to inform the Police (in accordance with Police guidelines). The LA 
School Drug Advisor will be informed of all of Drug Related incidents, and records kept 
using the attached flow chart and incident form.  
 
Evidence of drug use by a pupil or possession of a substance will not necessarily result in 
automatic exclusion.  Each case will be assessed and different levels of sanctions will be 
used according to the seriousness of the incident and the pupil’s involvement.  Avon and 
Somerset Police guidance 2008 indicates ‘There is no legal obligation on schools or 
colleges to inform the Police about drug related incidents or to disclosure the name of a 
pupil involved in a drug incident on their premises, the main priority of the school will be to 
ensure that they keep the child included and engaged and not excluded. ‘South 
Gloucestershire summary of actions will provide guidance on when the Police should be 
involved.  
 
The misuse of illegal drugs, prescription medicines or problem drinking by staff should be 
regarded as a health matter rather than an immediate case for disciplinary action. Please 
refer to our ‘Alcohol, Drugs and Substance Misuse Policy. Staff will be offered support and 
advice from the appropriate agencies. 
 
Advice and Support for Pupils 
Information about local drugs and support services will be provided for pupils and parents 
but staff of the school will not give individual advice to pupils about their personal drug 
use. All young people can be referred to South Gloucestershire’s Young Peoples Drug 
and Alcohol Service for advice, information, support and counselling. 
 
Confidentiality 
School staff should be made aware that they cannot and should not promise total 
confidentiality.  If a pupil discloses information which is sensitive, not generally known and 
which the pupil asks not to be passed on, the request should be honoured unless 
unavoidable in order for teachers to fulfil their professional responsibility in relation to: 
Child protection; Cooperating with a Police investigation, referral to external services.  



Every effort should be made to secure the pupil’s agreement to the way in which the 
school intends to use any sensitive information.  If confidentiality needs to be broken the 
pupil should be informed first and school should endeavour to explain why this needs to 
happen. 

 
Dissemination 
This policy may be included in the school website and the staff handbook and copies will 
be available in the school office.  
The procedure for the management of drug related incidents will be agreed by staff and 
governors.  

The context of the policy and its relationship to other policies 
This policy should be read in conjunction with other policies on behaviour, health and 
safety, medical needs, confidentiality, school visits and child protection. 
 
APPENDICES:        
  1. FLOW CHART POSTER 08 
  2. DRUG RELATED INCIDENT (DRI) RECORD SHEET 08 
  3. SOUTH GLOS SUGGESTED ACTIONS 08 
  4. DEALING WITH A MEDICAL EMERGENCY 08 
  5.       SAMPLE DRUG EDUCATION SCHEMES KS1/2/3  
  6.       CHECKLIST FOR SELECTING RESOURCES 08  
  7.    DISCARDED NEEDLES 08 
  8. WEBSITES 08 
  9. POLICE GUIDANCE ON CONDUCTING SEARCHES 08 
 
Monitoring and Evaluation 
This policy will be reviewed as part of the policy review cycle. 
 
Equality Impact Assessment (EqIA) 
This policy has been written and reviewed with regard to its impact on equalities 
issues. The review found no areas of potential negative impact and actions 
resulting in positive impact are in place.  
  
 
Date of policy approval:……………………………………………………………….. 
 
Signature of head teacher: .…..………………………………………………………… 
 
Signature of governor:…………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
 



 
If drugs are found on school premises or a pupil is suspected of using drugs, your schools drug 
related incident advisor, Sam Drew can arrange confidential support for the school, parents and 

pupils. 
 

Sam.drew@southglos.gov.uk: Tel: 01454 868763  Fax: 01454 868967 



1 For help and advice, telephone AMANDA DAVIES Schools Drug Advisor tel: 01454   86873348  
fax: 01454 868967 

2 Complete this form WITHOUT identifying the pupil involved. 
3 Copy the form. 
4 Send the copy within 24 hours of the incident to Amanda Davies  
5 KEEP the original, adding the pupil’s name and form – store securely. 
(please tick to indicate the category) 

       
Emergency/ 
Intoxication 

Concern established 
after following up a 

suspicion or allegation 

Discovery  
OFF 

premises 

Discovery 
ON 

premises 

Pupil 
disclosure 

Parent/ 
carer use 

A parent/ carer 
expresses 
concern 

 

 Name of pupil*: 
 
Pupil’s form*:  (*For school records only) 
Age of pupil:   Male / Female 
Ethnicity of pupil:                                 
(For DAT records**) 
Tick box if second or subsequent  
incident involving same pupil 

 Name of school: 
 
Time of incident:                          am / pm 
 
Date of incident: 
 
Report form completed by: 

 

 First Aid given?    Ambulance/Doctor called?(Delete as necessary) 

Yes           Yes      
           

No            No      
  

 Drug involved (if known): 
(e.g. Alcohol, Paracetomol, Ecstasy) 

Sample found?  (yes/no) 
Where retained: 
Witness name: 
Disposal arranged with: 
(Police, Env. Health) 
At time:            

 

 

Senior staff involved: 
 

  

 Name of Parent/carer informed: 
Informed by:                                                                                               At time:                 
 
Brief description of symptoms/situation: 

 

 
 



( Please supply name & contact details in this instance)   

 

 

 
(continue on blank sheet if necessary)  

 

** Categories: British, Irish, other white, white and black Caribbean, white and black African, white and Asian, other mixed, Indian, 
Pakistani, Bangladeshi, other Asian, Caribbean, African, other black, Chinese, any other, not stated. 





 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary of incidents and actions





MEDICAL EMERGENCIES 





Appendix 5 
DRUGS EDUCATION (Suggested KS1 Programme) 

 

 To talk about and draw things that are good for their bodies and things that are bad 
 To recognise the importance of keeping healthy 
 

 To consider what goes into their body 
 To think about how and when it gets there 
 To talk about who needs medicines 
 To think about who tells them to take medicine 
 To find out where medicines are kept and who they 

belong to 
 To discuss how people feel when they are ill 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
DRUGS EDUCATION (Suggested KS2 programme) 

 

 To consider what children need to grow up and be 
healthy 

 To establish the difference between a drug and a 
medicine 

 To know that all medicines are drugs but not all drugs 
are medicines 

 To understand that drugs can be harmful when not 
used properly 

 To build on knowledge of what drugs are and what 
they do, benefits as well as harm. (That anything that 
alters the way your brain functions is a drug).  

 To begin to sort legal and illegal drugs and legal ages 
of buying tobacco, alcohol and solvent substances. 

 To learn about the effects of alcohol 
 To discuss attitudes about alcohol and why people 

choose to drink 
 To develop skills to equip then to deal with risk 

situations 
Year 4 

 To consider the effects of tobacco/nicotine 
 To discuss attitudes towards smoking 
 To sort and classify legal ‘drugs’ into groups (tobacco, 

alcohol, medicines, solvents) 
 To know what the rules about ‘drugs’ in school are 

(inhalers, cough medicine, smoking) and to consider 
why there are rules. 

 

 To reinforce and develop children’s knowledge of legal 
drugs 

 To introduce names of illegal drugs and develop 
knowledge of harmful effects 

 To sort and classify legal and illegal drugs in various 
ways 

 To identify risks involved with drugs 
 To develop skills in coping with peer pressure and risks 
 To provide opportunities to rehearse resistance 



strategies 



Appendix 6 
 

Check-list for selecting resources 

Teaching and learning 



Curriculum issues 



 



 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Street care also has an out of office hours response service until 
10pm: please call 01454 868009.















  

  

   
 

  
 

  
   
   
 

  
 

  
 

  

 
  



 


