
 

January 2015                              Page 1                                            

Rangeworthy CE VC School 
 

Policy for charging and remissions 
 
RATIONALE 
 
Under the Education Reform Act, 1988: Charges for school activities from 1st 
April, 1989: Schools are not able to charge parents for any activity taking 
place wholly or mainly during school hours. However, these restrictions do not 
in any way prohibit schools from seeking voluntary contributions. 
 
AIMS 
 
To establish clear procedures for dealing with monies collected from parents.
  
GUIDELINES 
 
1. School trips 
 
A letter will be sent before each trip, detailing costs and requesting permission 
of the parents for the child to participate. Voluntary contributions towards the 
cost of the trip will be asked for. These will be calculated in such a way that 
they broadly cover the cost of the trip and will always cover individual 
insurance.  
If any parent is unable or unwilling to pay all or part of the cost involved, this 
will in no way prevent the child or children from participating. 
If few or no parents volunteer to pay, it may mean that the trip will not take 
place and any monies pre-paid will be refunded.  
Discretion will be exercised by the Head teacher regarding families on low 
income and/or with more than two children regarding payment. 
The cost of longer activities (school camp) is covered by different legislation 
(see Appendix 1) and this will be addressed as a separate issue to the 
parents concerned. 
 
2. Swimming 
 
The LA awards an amount of funding towards the cost of swimming for KS2 
children, until they can swim 25 metres. The cost of swimming for the whole 
school is based on total cost, less LA funding, divided by the number of 
children attending. Parents are asked to contribute equally throughout the 
school, given that at some stage, their children will be in KS2 and would 
therefore have benefited from LA funding. 
If at some subsequent time the LA is no longer able to provide funding for 
swimming and travel for juniors, continuation of swimming lessons will be 
reviewed accordingly. 
 
3. Provision of materials 
 
Parents are invited to contribute towards the school fund, in order to release 
the school budget for other purposes. The school fund is used to purchase 
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items for activities such as cookery and craft. Any such contributions will be 
purely voluntary and no child will be excluded from any activity on the grounds 
of non-payment. 
 
4. Music lessons 
 
The cost of tuition fees for music lessons taught by peripatetic teachers will be 
met by parents.   
If a school instrument is used, there will be a hire cost payable to school, to 
cover maintenance of the instrument.   
 
Tuition fees are calculated by dividing the teacher’s fee by the number of 
children who have signed up for lessons. As these costs have to be met 
whether or not children complete the terms, a term’s written notice from 
parents is required if a child decides to discontinue lessons. 
 
 
 
5. Adminstration of monies 
 
Monetary contributions of £10 and over will be individually receipted. Amounts 
of less than £10 will not be receipted unless specifically requested. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
This policy has been approved by the staff and governors of the school and 
will be used in conjunction with other school policies.  
This policy will be reviewed as and when necessary. 
 
Equality Impact Assessment (EqIA) 
This policy has been written and reviewed with regard to its impact on 
equalities issues. The review found no areas of potential negative 
impact and actions resulting in positive impact are in place.  
  
 
Headteacher................................................. Date....March 18.................... 
 
Chair of Governors........................................ Date.....March 18................... 
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Appendix 1 
 
Extract from South Glos. Health and Safety Manual (S2 PAGE 2.561) 
4.2 - Charging Policy - The scope of the information included under this heading will 
depend on the type of trips the school undertake. Information on charges for school 
trips is contained in DES Circular 2/89, “Education Reform Act 1988: Charges for 
School Activities”. In summary this indicates that if the trip is: 
_ wholly or mainly during school hours - No charge can be levied on parents. 
Schools can ask forvoluntary contributions, provided it is made clear that they are 
voluntary. 
_ a residential visit - The cost of board and lodgings can be charged for. This is the 
case even if the trip is covered by a statutory requirement . 
_ an optional extra - The full costs of such trips can be charged for. These are trips 
which take place outside of normal school hours, do not form part of the national 
curriculum, are not part of an examination syllabus and are not covered by the scope 
of statutory requirements relating to education. Trips during school holiday periods 
are considered optional extras. 
The school will need to indicate what their policy will be on charging and this 
information should be included in the school prospectus. In particular schools are 
advised to state, for trips forming part of the national curriculum, if parents will be 
asked for voluntary contributions or whether the school will cover all of the costs. 
4.3 - Procedure to be followed - Having identified the type of trips and school 
charging policy the school will then need to identify its process for approving school 
trips. 


